Questions received during the ASPIRE Working Groups Webinar, September 23, 2026, 12-1pm PDT

Q: What is the duration of the awards funded under this RFP? When would we receive funding and when would it end?
A: 24 months. Receive the award 5 months after a decision is made - about April 2027-April 2029

Q: Can the PI of a project be a mid-career scientist? Or only an early-career?
A: Mid-career applicants are welcome. Preference for ECS.

Q: Can projects occur internationally with U.S. recipients?
A: No international locations. Only projects in the U.S. and U.S. territories.

Q: What is included in “geoscience”?
A: Earth, ocean, atmospheric, polar science and environmental remote sensing. No education research projects.

Q: Can I re-apply if I am not awarded in the first RFP?
A: Yes, please do reapply. We offer 1:1 mtgs with those who do not get funded.

Q: Does each of the working group members need to provide a letter of commitment?
A: No, just from community partner(s).

Q: Given your point about primarily social science-based work being ineligible, are geographers considered eligible PIs within the geosciences?
A: Geographers can be part, however the proposal needs to be answering a geoscience research question.

Q: The $10k for community participation--does that go through a local entity (Tribal government, e.g.) or only through a University?
A: Directly from University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science (UMCES) to the community members – not to their entity. Community members must be able to accept payment (have a bank account, address, tax ID number)

Q: Does the program have a preference for newer or established community partnerships?
A: Either works. The proposal review committee is looking for willingness to work on project, not the community being approached after funding.

Q: Should the PI include the travel expenses for the Geoscientist (PI) to attend in person at ASPIRE convenings?
A: No. There are extra funds for PIs to attend AGU. The ASPIRE Community of Practice is online (no travel). ASPIRE convenings are supported by UMCES, and do not need to be budgeted.

Q: Is it possible to set up a pre-submission meeting to discuss an idea?
A: Yes, please reach out: aspirewg@uw.edu is how to reach us.

Q: What are the writing workshops? Are ASPIRE working group PIs part of those?

A: Writing workshop run by Julia Parrish and Cat Davis – for ASPIRE PIs to work on a specific writing product (manuscript). All expenses paid. Last one happened at UW-FHL.

Q: This might seem obvious, but what counts as a community? Can this be a bunch of unrelated citizen scientists? Or do they need to have a shared background/ethnicity/history?
A: Not one definition of community - could be a community of practice (fishermen) etc.

Q: Sorry, came in late then had to leave. Now I'm back. Can only the ECS submit a proposal? Can communities submit their own proposals? Is there a matchmaker program?
A: Correct. Only geoscientists submit proposals – for the 30K research award and the 10K for their identified community partner(s). There is no matchmaker program.

Q: To clarify, the primary PI needs to be a geoscientist?
A: Correct. Strong preference for the PI to be a geoscientist.
